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Some key sections related to compost and vermicompost from the Revisions to
AAPFCO Uniform Soil Amendment Bill and New Rules & Regulations include:

Definitions of Terms used in this Act

Soil Amendment means any substance or a mixture of substances which is
intended to improve the physical, chemical, biochemical, biological or other
characteristics of the soil except; fertilizers, agricultural liming materials,
unmanipulated animal manures, unmanipulated vegetable manures, pesti-
cides and other materials exempted by regulation.

Soil Amending Ingredient means a substance which will improve the physical,
chemical, biochemical, biological or other characteristics of the soil.

Compost means a biologically stable material derived from the composting
process.

Ingredient Statement means a collective and contiguous listing of the
ingredients of which the soil amendment is composed. Such ingredients shall
be listed in descending order by their predominance by volume or weight as
appropriate in non-quantitative terms.

Microbe(s) means any microbiological organism or mixture of microbiological
organisms intended to produce any physical, chemical, biochemical, biologi-
cal, or other change in the soil.

Mulch means any organic or inorganic soil surface cover used to help retain
moisture longer in the soil by retarding evaporation, to discourage weed
growth, to help maintain a constant temperature by insulating the soil, to dis-
courage runoff and soil erosion by shielding the soil surface from water abra-

sion, to promote water absorption and retention or some other similar purpose.
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Exemptions

The following single ingredient soil amendments when clearly and conspicu-
ously identified as such on the label are exempt from the guaranteed analysis
as required in Section 4(a)(3) of the Act: Vermicompost included in list

In lieu of a guaranteed analysis as required in Section 4(a)(3) of the Act,

the label of the following soil amendments when clearly and conspicuously
identified as such on the label shall include an ingredient statement: Compost
included in list

Product Claims: Compost shall be exempt from providing proof of claims or
proof of usefulness as required in Section 4(c) of the Act if the label and label-
ing bear a statement that the product is intended solely to be used for one or
more of the following purposes:

A Improves soil structure and porosity—creating a better plant root
environment;

B Increases moisture infiltration and permeability, and reduces bulk density
of heavy soils— improving moisture infiltration rates and reducing ero-
sion and runoff;

Improves the moisture holding capacity of light soils—reducing water loss
and nutrient leaching, and improving moisture retention;

Improves the cation exchange capacity (CEC) of soils;

Supplies organic matter;

Aids the proliferation of soil microorganisms;

Allows plants to more effectively utilize nutrients, while reducing nutrient
loss by leaching;

Enables soils to retain nutrients longer;

Contains humus—assisting in soil aggregation and making nutrients
more available for plant uptake;

Buffers soil pH.
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Denver Water Mandates
Compost Use!

Before Denver Water will set new meters, property

owners must amend their soil with compost so the

soil more efficiently retains water. This rule applies

to all new residential, commercial, government and

industrial properties within Denver Water's service

area. Program Rules include:

m Each 1,000 square feet of soil must be amended
with 4 cubic yards of approved compost

= Compost must be incorporated into the soil to a
depth of 4 to 6 inches

= Remove rock and debris larger than 1 inch in
diameter to avoid interfering with planting and
maintenance

= All permeable areas of the property, including
tree lawns and right-of-way land the owner is
responsible for, must be amended with compost

= Denver Water Administration contact informa-
tion: 303.628.6343, option 3 or visit:
soilamendment@denverwater.org

Livermore Costco does com-
posting like it does everything

else—big
Excerpts from article by Jeanine Benca at
the Valley Times

A 9-foot tall green business certification billboard
lauding Costco’s environmental values now dangles
from the ceiling over the main aisle for all to see. It's
big, but if its proportions were true to life it would
be even bigger—>55 tons to be exact. That's how
much garbage officials estimate is being diverted
each month under the store’s four-month-old waste
reduction program, the largest ever implemented

in the Costco chain. The Livermore warehouse is
the first and only one of the company’s 500-plus
warehouses worldwide to cut its landfill contribution
by 80 percent, an accomplishment that helped it
win certification from the Alameda County Green
Business Program in June. Store waste that once
wound up at local dumps now is being broken down
at worm farms, then sold or given away to farmers.
The goal is to eventually stock that compost mix in
the Livermore Costco—in essence “sell our own

garbage,” warehouse manager Melissa McCurdy said.

“] am still shocked that we did it,” she added happily.

Diverting a big box store’s organic waste to compost
heaps is not easy. “It is difficult to get to those levels
of diversion for any kind of commercial site,” said

Rachel Balsley, program manager for StopWaste.Org.

The public agency, which provides waste reduction
assistance to mid-sized and large businesses in
Alameda County, recently awarded Livermore Costco
a $5,000 grant to aid its efforts. The store has gone

“above and beyond showing leadership” in trash

diversion, said Balsley, calling it a “model for other
businesses.”

A walk around the refuse revealed that nearly 75%
of the store’s 65 tons of monthly garbage was
compostable, food-related waste. While a small
percentage of bottles, cans and other items were
being recycled, most of the rubbish was ending

up in landfills. Aided by waste specialists from UC
Berkeley, meetings were held to train Costco employ-
ees. Compostables, they learned, include everything
from old office furniture to leftover cheese samples
to pizza-stained paper plates and toothpicks from
the food court. “Our employees were key,” said
McCurdy, recalling how staff members embraced
the program. Twenty-five managers and 240 rank-
and-file employees work at the store, which serves
nearly 30,000 customers a week. Workers traded

in the disposable utensils they'd been using during
lunch breaks for washable mess kits. Meanwhile,
three different bins—one for compostables, one for
recyclables and one for everything else—were set
up in the food court for customers. “We're working
out relationships now with the buying team to get a
lower cost on biodegradable utensils.” McCurdy, who
has since been transferred to the El Camino Costco
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in South San Francisco, said she plans to help implement the program there. She
said she would love to see other major retailers embrace it as well. “If we can do
it, I don’t see why the next guy can’t do it,” said McCurdy.

Ford Developing

Compostable Cars!
From plastemart.com

Work is underway to develop
100% petroleum-free automo-

tive plastics to make cars totally
compostable. Researchers at

Ford are working on this concept,
making decomposition one of the
3 main challenges to overcome.
Other solutions sought by the team
include less moisture absorption
(since natural fiber-reinforced plas-
tics are more likely to absorb mois-
ture causing durability concerns),
and odor problems. Despite those
challenges, biobased/recycled
materials are already being used in
several Ford vehicles. Soy-based
polyurethane foams on the seat
cushions and seatbacks exist on
several current models.

Pelosi Wants Banana
Peels for Capitol

Compost

By Paul Bedard, Washington
Whispers

US News & World Report

House Speaker Nancy Pelosi’s
Capitol green campaign is gunning
for banana peels. Congressional
offices are being encouraged to
use compost bins to collect veggie
and fruit peels for later use in
Capitol gardens. The Architect of
the Capitol wants a bin in every
office kitchen.
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