What Do You Think?

d we Accept Exemption
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I am JD Lindeberg, a registered engineer in the State of Michigan.  I am CFO and Principal in the firm Resource Recycling Systems.  At RRS we have worked successfully for 25 years to recover resources from the waste stream.  We are proud to call a number of the composters in the audience our clients and our friends.


The Arguments for the Bill say It:
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It’s great that utilities like LP&L buy Granger’s recovered landfill gas.  You should note that they are already doing this and have indicated that they will continue to do so – WITHOUT THIS LEGISLATION.  Using the State’s own numbers only 0.5 – 1.0% of the total demand for energy will be served by LfG in the event that this legislation is passed.  In fact much of this improvement would simply come from collecting the gas that is currently produced.  If you read the Public Policy report carefully you will see that the overall impact of the additional yard waste is really quite small – tenths of one percent.  Sure, every little bit of green energy helps, but keep in mind that landfill gas (only part of which is methane) is really very dirty and harmful to people. [CLICK]

I agree 100% that our landfills should collect as much methane as possible.  The technology is available and in most cases the already implemented.  Creating more methane simply creates more problems.  Collection efficiency projections of 70% are made without any operational basis for these claims.  And, because methane is 25 times worse than carbon dioxide it would be necessary to collect 95% to simply BREAK EVEN.  There is no need to stimulate this more gas collection by putting another industry out of business and causing an additional 1,000 people to lose their jobs. [CLICK]

We have about 49 landfills in this state that accept what we think of as garbage – Type II waste.  The actual waste flows are concentrated in a few landfills.  One, the largest in Michigan (Pine Tree Acres in McComb), gets 14% of the waste disposed in Michigan by itself.  Overall the 13 largest landfills get more than two thirds of the waste disposed in this state.  THEY ARE ALL ELIGIBLE AND READY TO ACT ON THIS EXEMPTION THE MOMENT IT IS PASSED.  These landfills are fairly evenly spread across the state’s major centers of population.  Detroit, Oakland County, McComb County, Ann Arbor, Lansing, Kalamazoo/Battle Creek, Grand Rapids/Holland, and Traverse City will all be covered.  Not so coincidentally these are the same areas where the state’s small business composters are also located. [CLICK]

Some states like California don’t have a landfill ban, because they choose instead to focus on Zero Waste – which is really a set of ever increasing recovery targets that must be met with an aggressive organics recovery program as well as many other recycling approaches.  In other words they use sharper policy tools that create a healthy composting industry without need for a ban.  There is also plenty of demand for their compost product!

In our state we are seeing the economic fruits of a healthy compost infrastructure – one that won’t be there if this bill passes.  Universities, hospitals, and other producers of food waste are recovering their organics by sending them to composting facilities.  Their customers do not find the notion of “let’s send food waste to a landfill for gas recovery” acceptable.  Landfills are not now and never will be a green.  THEY ARE NOT THE FUTURE OF WASTE MANAGEMENT, THEY ARE THE PAST!!





The Arguments Evolve
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It’s interesting to note that the arguments against landfill bans for yard waste have evolved over time.  [Click]

First, opponents thought that implementation would be difficult.  How would we work around seasonal volume changes?  Could cities and waste hauling companies figure out partial year collection?  Would a composting industry grow and thrive?  Well, not terribly surprisingly, all these barriers were overcome – QUITE EASILY. [CLICK]

[CLICK] Second, bioreactors became all the rage.  This is a way to meet our RPS legislation mandates.  But it turned out that the actual quantities, even by Public Sector’s calculations, attributed to new yard waste might only be 40MW, not the 200 MW many have been promoting.  Lately, a more sober evaluation presented by non-partisan observers show that increased energy quantities might be limited to less than 5 MW.  WOW, that’s not much energy independence anymore, yet the costs are the same. [CLICK]

[CLICK] Finally, the arguments seem to boil down to “We can save you money during these budgetary hard times”.  “You should have the choice to choose whether you want to landfill your yard waste”.  Well we could save money by dumping all the garbage on City Hall steps too!  There’s no substantiation of savings and composters consistently take yard waste at lower tipfees than landfills dispose of garbage.[CLICK]

But I think there’s another reason.
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200 million reasons. [CLICK]


Let’s Think Of It Another Way...

Michigan recycles 20% of it’s wastes

33% less than the Great Lakes
Region average rate of 30%

In 2008 we spent $100 million to
bury $250 million of valuable
resources!!!
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Because Public Policy Associates (the same folks who prepared the Grainger Report) said so. [CLICK]

And we want to make it worse.  [CLICK]

Makes you pause for a moment, doesn’t it?



Here’s a Challenge for You!!!

Don’t bury more Money!




"We do not inherit the earth from our
ncestors; we borrow it from our children
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So, let’s do something we’re proud of.  Making more money doesn’t “Make a Difference”, but recovering more of our waste stream just might “Make a Difference”.
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